Computer Vocabulary
O




 anti — virus software — a program that finds and removes
viruses from a computer

-1 app — a self — contained program or piece of software; an
application, especially when downloadable to a mobile device

1 application — a self — contained program or piece of software

1 backup - a copy of files from a computer “s hard disk, usually
made on some external medium such as CD — ROM or flash




Bluetooth — a way of communicating wirelessly over short distances between
electronic devices (for example computer and mobile telephone)

boot, boot up, boot disk — You boot (or boot up) your computer when you
switch it on and wait while it prepares itself . Instructions for startup are given
to the computer from the computer from the book disk, which is usually the
hard disk.

browser, to browser — A browser is a program like Firefox or Internet Explorer.
You use it to view or browse the Internet.

bug - a (small) defect or fault in a program \
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cache — a kind of memory used
to make a computer work fast

CD-ROM - a disk for storing
computer information . It looks
like an audio CD

CPU - Central Processing Unit .
This is a PC”s heart or “brains” .

graphics card — the equipment
inside a computer that creates
the image on the screen

hard disk — the main disk inside
a computer used for storing
programs and information . It is
hard because it is metal. See
floppy disk.
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« hotspot — an area that
has an available wireless
signal for Internet access
(usually public)

icon — a small image or
picture on a computer
screen that is a symbol
for folders, disks,
peripherals, programs,
etc




» Internet — International network of computers that you connect to by
telephone line. Two popular services of the Internet are the World Wide Web

and electronic mail.
» iPad — a tablet computer created by Apple .




» Kb, Mb, Gb — kilobytes , megabytes , gigabytes. Used to measure computer memory

PROLOGUE
-

H E CAME FROM nowhere. No one had
ever heard of him or seen him before.
No one knew who he was.

On the first day of tryouts for the hockey
team at Fordham Prep School in the Bronx, he
dazzled the coaches with speed, agility, and
puck-handling wizardry that belied his age.
They whispered giddily to each other and
scurried for their cell phones to call friends
and wives. They knew they had just witnessed
the arrival of a future pro, and possibly a
once-in-a-generation talent. They needed to
share the news with someone. They needed
2 eriins Bats in chapror 235




O

» memory — Memory is for the temporary storing of information while a
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» MHz — Megahertz . This describes the speed ofm computer equipment. The
higher the MHz the better the performance

» modem — equipment connected to a computer for sending /receiving digital
information by telephone line. You many need a modem to connect to the
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data — Usually means the information ( text, pictures, audio etc) that you create
or share on a computer, as opposed to the programs that manipulate the data.

DOS - Disk Operating System. The original system used for PCs, where you
typed in commands instead of pointing and clicking.

driver - a small program that tells a PC how aperiheral works
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» palmtop — a computer enough to sit on the palm of the hand










pixel — the image that you see on the screen is made of thousands of tiny dots, points or
pixels

program — software that operates a PC and does various things, such as writing text
(word —processing program) , keeping accounts (accounts program ) and drawing
pictures ( graphics program) , keeping accounts (accounts program) and drawing
pictures ( graphics program)

QWERTY - The first 6 letters o English — language keyboards are Q-W-E-R-R-T-Y. The

first 6 letters on French- language keyboards are A-Z-E-R-T-Y.
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» tablet — a tablet computer; a mobile computer consisting of a screen only , and controlled
by touching the screen
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Standard IBM PS2 Power Supply 20 /O pins
Keyboard Input 5V at 300mA Can be a co!nblnatlon
of analog input or
digital input/output

Stereo Sound
MOD format

/ Synthesised music
Pure sine wave tones

Upload/download
programs and data
from your PC

Bootload jumper
used to update the
firmware via USB
from a PC

MMC/SD/SDHC Card
Save and load
programs and data
within BASIC in PC

compatible formats Colour Touch Sensitive

4.3 inch LCD
480 x 272 pixel display

(mounted on the other side)

32 bit processor with
128K RAM running a
BASIC Interpreter
with floating point,
arrays, long variable

names, string Battery backed real time
handling and graphic clock keeps the time/date
capabilities with the power off
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+ virus — a small , unauthorized program that can damage a computer

APERS2013 COM
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* Wi - Fi — a system for communicating without wires over a computer network
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» Windows — an operating system used by the majority of PCs
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